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By JOHN WEIR. 
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| Lit the Word of Chrift dwell in you richly, in all Wiſdom, teach. 
irg and admoniſhing one another in Pſalms, and Hymns, and 


ſpiritual Songs, ſinging with Grace 425 Love) in your Hearts, 
to the Lord, Col. iii. 16. 
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'To the RE DER. 


_ Courteous Reader, 


expect to find the Scholar, the Critic, 

or Poet, in the following ſheets; for your 

diſappointment will be great, and poſſibly may 

weaken your regard to thoſe glorious Truths, 

which, in my fimple manner, 1 have at- 
temp ted to ſpeak of. 

Noubtles man great and learned men 


1 V E me leave to hint to you, not o 
5 


have employed their pens in opening and 


illuſtrating the fame ſubject, whoſe labours 
have tended much to edification, and in a 


more maſterly ſtyle than the reader will find 
in this my wank Eſſay. If I have been fo 


happily led as to point at thoſe eternal Truths 
which they have ſo eloquently inculcated, 


thanks be 5 God; and it is enough for me, 
to be accounted the leaſt of all that ever made 


mention of his glorious Name. 

I have aimed at the diſcovery of nothing but 
the boundleſs Love of our bleſſed Redeemer ; 
a ſubject which is ſo ſweet, that it will make 


| the heart that was mourning leap for joy; and 
as intereſting and evident as it 1s ſweet. We 


4A 3 court 


6 Jo the RE Ap ER: 


court the favour of the great; how much more 


ought we to ſeek the love of Chriſt, in whoſe 
farour is life? and his love to us ſinners per- 
fumes every page of the Goſpel, and the Can- 
ticles is, in a peculiar manner, e with 
this amorous ſtream. | 

Ho far the Paraphraſe before us may a- 
gree with what has been wrote on this excel- 
lent portion of Scripture, I know not; but 
1 humbly think, that it contains the trac 
meaning of the text, and is agreeable to the 
Goſpel; and I truſt that I have found it 
| blefled to my own ſoul, and that it may be, 
to you reader, made of uſe. to excite in your 
heart holy aſpirations towards Chriſt, to ſatiate 
your ſoul with his redeeming love, and influ- 
ence your dependence on, obedience to, and 
delight in, our gracious Saviour, is, and ſhall 
be the conſtant prayer of your unworthy Bro- 
cher and Servant 1 in the Lord, 7 
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22 H A P T E R = 
_— Vers. | „ NR OP 67... 
ee ade 


\H E Song of Songs Whick you hall find | 
eee thoſe of human kind: 


Tze matter is all grand and ſweet : n 
Here earth and heav*nly beauties meet. 
In this the ſacred Spirit ſhews SR ene gory” 


& 7 2 [ 
% 


- Chriſt and his Church in ſweet reviews, . 
Diffuſing love that's all divine, 2 a 0 
Thro' 122105 page, in ev tit, nine?! de 


Gy 


Perſe 1. 1 In this a are contarhed three thiggn® ge, 


The form and end of this book, wiz. a Song ; ; that is, com- 
piled in ſuch a manner as that it might the more eaſily be re- 


tained in the memory, and uſed in praiſing of od. —Second- 
ly, The character of the Whole, wiz. The bs 8 ＋ Songs, or 


the moſt excellent and incomparable Song. 1. 1 e parties . 
. which are, Chriſt che Lord, and S . 2. In. 
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"Kivg 80 mon, far Widow fam d, 
ls in this precious volume nam d. 
Who one more wife, of high , 
Throughout the Song ſhall repreſent. 
Hark | and he will to you relate 
A match moſt wonderful and os ; 


E 10 who angels doth excel bent | 
hell. 


ath lo 'd, hath wed, an heir o 
The courtſhip Solomon diſplays, 
And ſhews what kind, what winning ways 
The Bridegroom rakes the ſoul to move, 
And gain the ſinner's heart and love. 
In fine, his matchleſs condutt „ 17 
The Bride, in heart, how varying "A . 
For which, ſome time he hides his face, 


Yet a in him you'll trace, 


1 EF 1 


VERSE 


4 1 
"OY 3 RF. 


the matter of it, i. e. ure, * MT Y nd 3 love. 
50 The copiouſneſs of · this Gong, diſplaying the freeneſs, the 

Uneſs, and conſtancy of the love of Chriſt to his church, in 
every conditibhy during her militant ſtate: And here we have 
the ground, the degree, and variation of the believer's love to 


this glorious Joyer. —+ Thirdly, In this verſe we are informed 


of the inſtramental author, wiz. Solomon? that fenowned 

king of Iſrael, and eminent. type of Chri#, whom he fepre- 

ſents throughout: tie whole of this ſong; and by the words, 

which is Sulomen's,, I humbly think are 9 4h " 17 
leaſure which he took, and intereſt which 

Jet contained in. this ſong.- From the whole, | 
Obere, kt, The cbfifian' Has at dh ime; 6nd Th oY 


conditions, ground to 8 t 1 15 unbellef that 6 them 
1s in 81855 


- + 


ls mother for their Ro Rom. viii. 28. 


Obſerve, 2. That which has moſt of Chriſt in it, is. maſt ex- 


cellent: No real worth in books, ſermons, or converſation, bat... 


as they are perfumed with the marchleſ: love of precious Chriſt; 
and it is our bigheſt intereſt to drink in the matter and ſpirit t of | 
this . If any man love not our Lord Jefus Chrift, he is 
in a dreadful ſtate, 1 Cor. xvi. 21. 5 
Obſerve, 3 The love of Chriſt is not to be judged of by 


hls condubt* Hs + Providence" vary, as to his infinice 1 ond 
cems 
0 


the So MG of SOLOMON, 9 
Let him hiſs me with the hiſſes of his month ; 
for thy love is better than wine, 


248 4 5 1 
- * 
4 Wo 


Let him, whoſe beauties are divine, 
Embrace this fainting foul of mine; 
All other lovers I'll deſert; =» 
He only ſhall poſſeſs my heart, 
With joy I think upon the place 


Where firſt I felt his ſov'reign grace: 
The gracious'words he ſpoke to me, 
My ſoul from death and hell fer tree. 24 


ſeems meet : But the thoughts of his heart are always love and 
eace towards his people, Jer. xxxi. 2. This 15 a truth that 
will afford the believer unſpeakable comfort, in all conditions, 
and ought to excite our love to, and confidence in him, at all 
times. 8 „„ | ter 
Obſerve, 4. The great God has employed men of all fla- 
tions in the ſervice of his chutch ; thereby ſhewing his great 
power and ſovereignty, in humbling the great and learned 
unto the obedience of Chriſt, and the ſervice of his church; 
and in enriching the minds of the poor and ignorant, ſo as to 
make them inſtruments of improving the wile and noble in the 
moſt ſublime and eſſential knowledge, to the end that no man 


ſhould glory, but in the Lord. 575 1 

Obſerve, 5. Tho not many noble ate called, b there are 
foine: For as of all nations (4s X.), fo of all conditions, 
thoſe that thro' faith in Chriſt work righteouſneſs, are in him 
accepted of God; and all good men will eſteem an intereſt 
ih Chriſt as their higheſt, their laſting honour; the enjoymeng 
of his favour their chiefelt felicity ; and account it the great. 
eſt embelliſhment to their character, that they were followers' 


and ſervants of Chriſt,” 2 

Verſe 2.] Solomon opens this ſong with relating the acting 
of grace in the converted ſinner, whom he repreſents as pant- 
ing after union and communion. with the Lord Chriſt, whoſe. 
ſweet and life-giving voice had rouſed the ſoul from the death 
of ſin, and filled it with delightful aſtoniſhment at beholding, 
the raviſhing beauties and admirable ſuitableneſs of Chrilt to, 

Sort * e ita 


10 APARAPHRASE on” 


O that I could enjoy him there 
And of his ſweet careſſes ſhare : E 
O that I were join'd to his fide, _ 

| And ſhar'd the favours of his bride. 

=: My greateſt aim's his love to gain, 

| But am unworthy to obtain. 

\ Let him make ſuit to me, I'll give 

My heart, my ſoul, and all I have. 
=_ Thy love, dear Lord, my ſenſes pleaſe 

1 More than rich wines upon the lees: 

Oilet me drink thy ſaving bliſs, 

And ſeal my intereſt with a kiſs. 


| The 
ö its guilty and degenerate ſtate; but, conſcious of its former 
x conduct towards this divine lover, is now aſhamed to ſeek his 
favour; and being greatly diſtreſſed, vents itſelf in an abrupt 
and paſſionate manner, expreſſive of the warmeſt defires after 7 
the moſt intimate fellowſhip, wiz, Let him kiſs me with the 
Kills of his mouth. But having a more full view of the great- 
neſs of his mercy, is encouraged to hope for acceptance with 
him; and therefore ventures to tell this glorious object of her 
heart, how much ſhe values an intereſt in, and the manifeſta- 
„ tion of, his favour, viz. For thy love is better than wine. 
Note, The voice of Chriſt is the effective cauſe of ſpiritual 
life, or the converſion of a ſinner, Jobn v. 25. He firſt ſeeks 
and ſpeaks to us, before we can ſpeak or ſeek after him. 
Note, Thoſe who are not brought off from all dependance 8 
on their own works, and from all delight in the ways of fin, 
ſo as earneſtly to ſeek reſt and peace in the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, and union and communion with him, Whatever reli- 
gious impreſſions may be made on their hearts or lives, it is 
no certain evidence of true converſion or ſpiritual life, - Matt. 
xix. 19. and if reſted in, they are in a worſe condition than 
they were in before they felt any ſuch impreſſions. This is 
| Rrongly implied Maze. xii. 43. Fd x1. 24. The parable doth 
not only imply a backſlider, but more particularly one that 
Has attained to ſome reformation and moral righteouſneſs, and 
who accounts the doArines and truths of the goſpel dry and 
barren ſpeculations : therefore ſuch fortify themſelves in their 
. moral courſe againſt the grace of God that has appeared in 
the goſpel.” And this is fully exemplified in the phariſaical 
| part of the Jews, who went about eſtabliſhing their own 
14 righteouſneſs, not ſubmitting themſelves to the righteouſneſs 


Note, 


& \ 
'P , — 


the SonG of SOLOMON. 11 


The promiſes thy lips declare, 1 10 6; 
Apply'd by thee, how ſweet they are; 

Containing pardon full and fre, 

They're more than health, than life to me. 


e 
Becauſe of the ſavour of thy good ointment, thy 
name is as ointment poured forth; therefore 
the virgins love thee. He rene | fact} 
14 7 * | [3] #45 Be : — 
The certain knowledge that we have. 
That thou art able ſouls to ſave. 
From ſin and hell to raiſe us u; 
Thy very name revives our hope, 


8 3. [x When 


Note, 2. Thoſe that are effectually called, or alive to God, 
are ſo enlightned as to ſee their wretched ſtate by nature, and 
the abſolute neceſſity of an 'intereſt in Chriſt, as the Lord 
their righteouſneſs and ſalvation ; their wills are in ſubjeQzon 
to him, and their affection delights in and fervently deſires the 
enjoyment of him, as their chief and eternal good: in this 
conſiſts the chriſtian or ſaving faith, Matt. xi. PE 
Note, 3. Real believers may be, and often are, afraid to 
appropriate Chriſt to themſelves, through a deprefling ſenſe of 
their natural ſtate, and the weakneſs of their knowledge in the 
goſpel myſtery, Heb. xi. 13. And aſſurance of à perſonal in- 
tereſt in Chriſt does not always accompany ſaving faith, Zajab 
L. 10. therefore is no eſſential part of it. 
Note, 4. The larger our views are of the mercy of God, 
and the more exalted our thoughts are of the merits of Chriſt, 
the more ſhall our confidence and hope in that righteouſneſs 
of God through faith increaſe ; and whatever the paſt conduct 
of the enlightned finner has been, the obedience of Chriſt af- 
fords a ſure hope of acceptance at the throne of grace. Heb. v. 
15. and makes the ſoul greatly aſhamed of its paſt ways, and to 
renounce all its former lovers, Ho/. xiv. 8. But thoſe who reſt 
contented without an aſſurance of their intereſt in the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, and the manifeſtations of his love, are either 
ſtrangers to grace, or grace in them is in a very declining ſtate. 
Note, 5. The promiſes of God; applied by the Lord, are 
a ſure indication of Chriſt's eternal love, and more refreſſiing 
to the believer than all the dainties in the world, Rom. v. 5 
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12 A Pa RAPHRAS E on 


When eall'd by us Incarnate Gd. 
Diffuſing bleflings ö 
The Unity that dwells in thee, J 
Our One great God. and Ferſons e 
Surpaſs perfumes, and ev'ry ſweet 
That in the richeſt ointments meet. 
Thy name, The Lord our Righteouſneſs, 
Jo guilty fouls conveyeth bliſs; ; 
And ewe ex of the. richeſt ſort, 
That yield our hearts divine comfort: EF 
When ſtil'd our High Prieſt to atone © 
For numerous ſins that we have done; 
Its healing all thy Saints have found 
5 ointment pour'd into the wound. 
E names, our Prophet, and our King, 
Wiſdom and peace to us they wah, © 
Thy names, our Brother and our 'riend, . 
A rich perfume to us ſhall ſend ; 
And in thy name, our Shepherd kind, - 
Our way to life we hope to find: | : 
EY © by name, our Strength, i is ſuch a a | tow *r, In N 


mk 1 3; 15 this verſe is med: the objective ground 
81 the Chrillian- s love to Chriſt, viz, Becas/e of the ſavour, 
Note, The ground of God's love to us differeth greatly from 


| the. ground of our love to him: His love to us has its riſe 


ſolely from his ſovereign good pleaſure, who has mercy on 
whom he will haye mercy. He ſaw eus in our blood, and (O 


wonderful ! )- the time was a time of love, Exel. xvi.— But the 


efficient cauſe of our love to Chriſt ariſeth from his ſpirit and 
ace in us, Fer. xxxii. 39. and the objective cauſe is, the diſ- 
covery of what he js in himſelf, and what he is to us, Palm 


kliii. By good ointmente, I humbly conceive is implied hie 


1 accompliſhments a; God- Man, for the perform- 
ance of the work of our redem tion. Note, All the oon- 
ſolatory effects flowing from the obedience of Chriſt, are da- 
rived from the divinity of his perſon, P/al. Ixxxix. 19. for as 
it was neceſſary that the mediator ſhould be many that he 


might obe and ſuffer in the ſame nature which had ſinned; 


ſoit was abſolutely neceſſary that he ſhould be God, to make 


Ns 8 meritorious; n this that gives weight T1 | 
| 4 


the Son f Bot O MON. 13 


We dread not hell; with all it's pow'r r. | 
The glories that thy name compoſe, ' © 

Attract the heart and ſoul of thoſe” 

Who are in knowledge moſt — — 

Their taſte refinꝰd, and judgment ſound. 

The virgins of a heav nly birth, 

That flight the grandeurs of the earth) ue 


The flavour of thy precious name, 
With love to ri their hearts 1 


05 5 


Ie 45 


. me; "awe will run after thee * the King 
hath braught me into his chambers; "awe will 
be glad and rejoice in thee ; ave will remember 


thy love more * weine : , the 1 5 love 
Thee. og! we lin cn rot Nob! 


And ſince PE name hack j Joys afford, 

What muſt they feel that's near thee, Lord! 

- At thy right hand are glories givin,  _. 
Where ler my art, there 1 is a heav ON en 


all that the bleſſed | Jeſus ad or  ſafered, Heb. l ix. 14. | Take 
+ his pe ep and the foundation of the goſpel is de- 
ed. | 

Obſerve, in this nerſe, the bleſſed effects flowing ow the 
diſcovery of Chrift, via. Thy name is as ointment poured forth. | 

Note, The opening up of the perſonal glories of Chriſt, 
the offices he executes, and the relations he ſtands in to be- 
lievers, are inexpreſſibly comfortable to a chriſtian, and beal- 
ing to the wounded finner, 2 Pet. ii. 7. Therefore minifters: 

ſhould preach (and we ſeek) mas bur the- knowledge of 
Chriſt, —. him crucified. . 

Note, 2. Thoſe that bave felt che power and love of Chriſt, 
greatly admire his grace, and, adore his perſon: Thergfure do 
the virgins love thee, —Obſerve the character which the convert 
gives thoſe that believe, viz. the virgin. Note, 1. When ſouls 
are 2 to love and believe in ay: wen then have a 
good 
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A PARAPHRASE on 


My ſoul to thee would fain aſſay, 7 

But earth and hell · obſtruct my e 
| Preſs'd down by ſin's moſt 1 load, 

I cannot reach to thine abode: . 

With all my might I ſtrive and aug, C 

Yet cannot move this finful ä 

Without thy freſh-ſupplies of grace, | 
I cannot mend my ſluggiſh pace. 
O! draw me, draw me unto thee! - 

From ſin and ſelf, O ſet me free; 

With thy love cords of ſov'reign art, 

O! draw my feet, my hands, my heart. 
Then thoſe that. run in ſin's career, 
Shall Zionward their courſes ſteer: 

Thy children's hearts with love ſhall burn, 
And ſinners then ſhall gladly turn; 
| Yea, we ſhall, with renewed ſtrength, | 
Moſt ach? run all our length, 6391 
In 


opinion 25 ds a great — Pa all thoks that . 
is name. Love thinketh no evil, judgeth its neighbour bet- 


ter than itſelf." 2. True faith is always accompanied with 
fimplicity, humility, and fervency of ſoul to the Lord and his 


ways; and all ſuch as are eſpouſed to Chriſt are as chaſte vir- 
eins. 2 Cor. xi. 2. and be ag to be Te to was as ſuch. 
24 j ; 
Perſe 4. ] 15 this $5 8 firſt, he chriſien prays for 

nearer fellowſhip with, and conformity to Chriſt ; for both 
are implied in the - petition, Draw me. Note, 1. 'A gracious 
foul cannot reſt in any preſent attainments, but does and 
ought always to preſs after more enjoyment of and likeneſs 
to Our bleſſed Saviour, Phil. iii. 13.— 2. Every believer knows 
experimentally, chat he is of himſelf abſolutely unable to 
make any advancement in 8 chriſtian life, 2 Cor. iii. 


The ſame divine power that began the good work, muſt 2 


ſhall carry it on to perfection, Phil. i. 6.— 3. It is the chriſtian 
duty, privilege, and intereſt, to be conſtant and fervent at the 
throne of grace, that they. may increaſe in the divine life: 


and comfort. Exel. xxxvi. 36. 


Obſerve, 2dly,. The believer's faith i in the efficacy of the 4 2 


vine ranges * We will run after thee. Note, 1. It is a 


great 


\ 


| | 


the SONG SOLOMON. 15 


In Zion's ſtraight and open road. 
And follow thee, incarnate Gd; 
The King, whoſe reign ſhall never end, 
The King himſelf did condeſcend, ' 
(Beyond my moſt exalted thought 
My ſoul into his chambers brought; 
And with a ſweet familiar air, 
Did kindly entertain me there; 
With every filial love and grace, 
Reſerved for his choſen race, | 


Now ſhall our hearts, our ſtrength; our ſoul, 


Thy name, thy power, thy love extol : 
In thee ſhall we be always glad, | 
And round the earth thy fame we'll ſpread ; _ 
We'll celebrate thy love divine, * 
Above the beſt Engedi wine: 
In thee we will again rejoice, 
And heaven ſhall echo to our voice. 


great encouragement to prayer, when, under a ſenſe of our im- 
E we are enabled to have faith in the e get and abi- 
1 and experi- 
ence of his people, are a good ſupport for our faith, Eſal. xl. 2. 
2 Cor. Xi. 9. — 2. All the chriſtian's reſolutions of ſtanding 
ſteadfaſt in the faith, and-abounding in the work of the Lord, 
are and oufht to be founded on the power and grace that are 
in Chriſt Jeſus, Fſal. i. xix. xxxii. and the operation of the 
Lord the Spirit, Phil. ii. 13; — z. The nearer the believer's- 
fellowſhip is with God, the more will he abound in all chriſ- 
tian virtue and holineſs,” and endeavour. to engage others to 
© Join and proceed with more alacrity in all the ways of godli- 
meſs, P/al. li. 13. e ITY ; 
Obſerve, 3dly, The character given to Chriſt, and the great 
grace the chriſtian is favoured with, viz. The King himſelf, 


ty of Chriſt to help us; and the promiſes of G 


* 


not his ſervant, brought me (not to his door or common hall, 
but) into his chambers of intimacy with himſelf. Note, 1. 


Whatever benefit miniſters or others are of in the edification 
of ſinners, yet they are not the efficient cauſe of bringing a 
ſoul near to God: all intercourſe with the Lord is the imme- 


diate effect of his love and power, P/al. cx. 3. — 2. All mercy 


and 


Tho' 8 


16 A PARAPHRASE on 


Tho? fools that have forgot the gan 
Their periſhable mammon hoard; Uu 
We will in heav'nly riches truſt. 
Beyond the ſtain of moth or ruſt: till 21T 
Lord, let our converſation ſhew. 
Our hearts by thee are fram'd a- ne Fw, 
So ſhall thy praiſe, which we rehearſe, 
| And NOS: SR apr our . 3 


— 


1 grace. being. b in the Kandy of Cluiſ and 8 imme⸗ #- 
diate application of them being by the bleſſed A Jovi, reatly | | 
ſweetens, heightens, and affectually ſecures grace and glory to 


all the heirs of it, Fabn i. 12. Cel. i. 16. 3. Suck; is the 
mercy of our eternal King, that he will ſaoner or later vil 
the penitent ſoul to friendly fellowſhip.with hi elf, and 
greatly enlarge their graces, and fat exceed he ir moſt | 
guine wiſhes, 1/azah xxx. 19. Fal. xui. 4. — 4. That Familiar 
communion to which chriſtians are admitted, is far from leſ- 
ſening that reverential fear due to the divine Majeſty, as ſome 
think; for at ſuch times they cloath themſelves with the 
moſt profound humility, and ſpeak of him in his ſovereign 
character, as here, the King. Sam. iii. 18. 5 
- Obſerve, Athly, The grateful acknowledgment for this in- 
eſtimable favour, viz. ' Ve nwill be glad and rejoice in thee. 
Note, 1. A gracious heart is « gratefl heart; and God in 
Chriſt is the ſubject and ground of all their joy. 2. When 
the Lord converteth or enliveneth any one ſoul, all believers 
have eſpecial intereſt in it, and will and ought to Join in 
praiſing God for it. Gal. i. 24. | . 
" Obſerve, laſtly, The character of ine, 0 viz. „ The p- 
rigli (in their intentions and converſations) Jour ſe Note, 
| A chat are pure in heart and life are lovers of the Lord Jelus _ 
Chriſt ; and it ſhould be the great care of all that profeſs faitn 
in and love to him, to diſtinguiſh themſelues by an "ey . ? 


| ert converſation, 1 Pt: ü. 9. e 


— — 

<< * l : 
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the SONG of SoLOMON. 17 


nn 


4 
o 


. Vers 5, 6. 
I am black, but comely, O ye daughters of Je- 
ruſalem, as the tents of Kedar, as the cur- 
rains of Solomon. 4 4 %% 

Look not upon ine, berauſe Tam black, becauſe 
the ſun hath lobked upon me: my mother's 
children were angry . with me, they made me 

the keeper of the vineyards, but mine own 


Ye daughters that are fair and grand. 
And in Jznovan's favour ſtand, 
Be not diſpleas'd that one ſo bad 
Free acceſs to the King has had. 
TE? It was his rich and ſov'reign grace | 
That ſtamp'd his beauty on thy face; 
1 And ſure his mercy, has no bound, 
This I, a ſinful wretch, have found. 
And ye, that are of lower claſs, 
; Who Chriſt's religion may profeſs, 
Tho' I am filthy in your eyes, 


Verſe 5, 6.] Obſerve, 1. The real and nominal profeſſors 
are intended by the word Daughters, throughout this Song; 
and both may be included here. As Mother's Children are 

ſpoken of dictinct from the Daughters, we are to underſtand 

the Children of this World, and not Church Members, as 
ſome think. In theſe verſes is repreſented the young convert 
applying to the daughters for admittance into their ſociety, 
but is ſuſpeQed and rejected. Ihe ſcope is to remove that of- 
fence which they had entertained at hearing ſach a one mak- 
Ing high pretenfions to fellowſhip with Chriſt, who has been 

a notorious ſinner, and is at preſent under a black cloud : and 

to remove this, the chriſtian illuftrates his natural and ſpiritual | 
| Rate, by two ſtriking figures, viz. The tents of Kedar, which 
were outwardly black, by the inclemency of the weather, and 

B ; | within 


T 


—— — OE 


— 
* 


” 
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Do not my faith and hope deſpiſe : 
Let love in you te me abide, | - 
The truth from you I will not hide: 
My bad and good I ſhall relate, 
And ſhew to all my complex ſtate. 

My native colour is in ner — 
Moſt black, and of a helliſh hue; + 
I am, through fin, juſtice can tell, 
Obnoxious to the hotteſt hell 
Yet I am juſtify*d thro? grace, 2: 
O daughter of fair Salem's race; 
From ſin and hell by Chriſt ſet free, 
And heav'n conferr'd on worthleſs me. 
My heart is like to Kedar's tent, 

Where wicked fiends their evils vent; 
They're black without, and more within; 
Juſt ſo am 1, defil'd thro? fin. ie 

Yet I muſt not his grace deny, 
Who can my ſoul all ſandtify ; 
And put his Law into my mind, 
Tho' in my fleſh yet fin I find. 
MWaſh'd in his ſtreams J am more clean, 
And far more comely to be ſeen Than 


within very diſagreeable, through their ungodly converſation : 
a very fit emblem of the heart and life of a ſinner, 

The curtains pointed at were doubtleſs thoſe which were 
uſed in the Temple, which were very beautiful ; and the more 


| ſq, as they were emblematical of the adoring of that ſpiritual. 


Temple, and the immaculate Lamb of God, through whom 
the believer has acceſs to God, ſignified by the veil or curtain, 
that divided the moſt holy place. Thus the chriſtian very ſig- 
1 compares his ſtate in grace to the curtains of Solo- 
mon. From the whole, | 
Note, It is the defire, privilege, and day of all thoſe that 
are favoured with fellowſhip with Chriſt, to ſeek after co-union 
with the ſaints, in all the ordinances of the goſpel. Ad. 
ix. 26. 5 | | ; 
Note, 2. Many of God's own people are ſo much offend- 


ed, as not to admit to their fellowſhip ſuch as are really 
| brought 


the SONG of SOL OM ON, 39 


Than Sol'mon's curtains rich and rare, 
In Chriſt, my righteouſneſs, I'm fair. 
Look not on me with haughty ſcorn, 
Tho' I am black, yet heaven born; 
Nor are the ſpots all nature's ſtain, 
Some's caſt on me in great diſdain; 

The ſun of perſecution warm ; 
Has look'd on me, and done me harm ; 
In ſtate, in body, mind, and name, 
With fore diſtreſs, hatred, and ſhame 3; - 
And Satan, with his fiery dart, 
Has hurt me in a tender part; 
With ſtrong temptations foul'd my grace, 
Which ſtains the beauty of my face. 
The children of the natural birth, _ 

That's by my mother's fide, the earth, 
They were with mein greateſt rage, 
Becauſe I would with Chriſt engage; 
And ſwore, with a malicious heart, 
If I would not ſuch ways deſert, 
And with them from my Saviour turn, 


Their wrath to me ſhould ever burn. 
rf They 


brought into the chriſtian liberty by faith in Chriſt, becauſe 
they have been profligate finners, and under preſent diſadvan- 
tages: thus the Jews to the Gentile Converts, ,4&#s ii. 3. and 
the conduct of the elder brother is followed by too many in 

our day. Luke xv. 28. 2 
Note, 3. Sin and imperfeQions. will adhere to the moſt 
advanced chriſtian, while in this life; Rom. i. 7. and that fin 
and grace are in the godly, can be no myſtery to believers: 
this is implied in that pathetic word, O ye daughters. — Note, 
A 1 ſoul ought, and is careful to remove all offence, 
and very explicit in acknowledging its deformity. Confe/s 
your faults one to another, James v. 15. Note, When believers 
are examining their hearts, and owning their faults, they ought 
to maintain their confidence in the Lord, and acknowledge his 
great mercy to them, 1 Cor. xv. 9, 10. Note, The great con- 
| B 2 flicts 


5 A PARA PHRASE on: 


They all conſult what way to take, 
To make me Truth and Chriſt forſake; 
For this, they ſome employment ſought 
That might engroſs my time, my thought; 
The vineyard of their earthly gain, 

They made me keep with care and pain; 
With drudgery work, the moſt ſervile, 
Which did my hands, my head defile; 


| This patiently I did endure, 


That I might not their wrath procure ; 

Eager I wrought with all my might, 

And ſought their profit day and night. 

But while I thus ſtrove them to pleaſe, 

I wreck'd my faith, confcience, and eaſe ; 

What ſhould have been I have forgot, 

To uſe the world grace to promote. 

My own vineyard I have not dreſt; 

Now weeds of fin and earth infeſt 

The field of my immortal mind, 

There ſcarce a heav'nly grape I find. 

»Tis this! *tis this! my face beſmears, 

Much more than loſs, or pain, or jeers ; 
My blood may thro? their rage be ſpilt, 

But fin ſtains name and foul with guilt. 


beitle in the ſmoke, Pſal. exix. 83. Thoſe that ſeek to quench 
the zeal, and hinder the ſoul in its chriſtian courſe, appear to 
be the children of this world, and ſtrangers to the grace of 


. 1... | 
Note, 4. When our compliance with the men of the world 


detains us from a faithful attendance on the ways of God, and 
when our application to the Jawful things of this world, 
weakens our affections to the things of Chriſt, and the concerns 


of our Souls; it is then immoderate and ſinful, and wilt bring 


leanneſs and diſtreſs on our ſouls. 1 Tim. vi. 9. Note, a 
declenſion from the ways of Chriſt is far more wounding and 


disfiguring to the contrite ſou], than all the damage their ene- 


mies 


fligs that the believers grapple with from the world, ſatan, 
And the fleſh, greatly ſolace their fpiritual beauty. I am a 


y 
1 


Y 
i 


the SONG of SOLOMON. 21 
VERSE 7. 


Tell me, O thou whom my ſoul loveth, where 


thou feedeſt, where thou makeſt thy flock to 
reſt at noon : for why ſhould ] be as one that 


turneth aſide by the flocks of thy companions * 


O! what diſaſters to me fall! 

The world's my foe, but that's not all: 

The daughters of religious fame, 

They ſhun me and diſcard my name: 

Where ſhall I go to one that's kind, 

To tell me where I eaſe may find; 
From that which greatly pains my reins, 

Reproach of foes, and ſlight of friends. 

I'll leave profeſſor and profane, 

And to my Saviour call amain 


Who 


mies can do them: Fer. iii. 24, 25. and it ſhould be the chriſ- 


tian's great care, to make the world ſubſervient to the glory of 
God, and to promote their ſpiritual life. 1 Cor. x. 31. 


1 Tim. vi. 19. 


Verſe 7.] In this verſe we have the convert's conduct, who, 
not being admitted among the daughters, warmly applies to 
Chriſt, whom ſhe views in the capacity of a ſhepherd, and 
addreſſeth him as the object whom sher ſoul loveth, and ear- 
neſtly implores his information where he feeds his flock, and 


where he preſerves them from all that annoyance to which ſhe 


found herſelf expoſed ; and the motive of her enquiry was, 
the ſtrong deſire that ſhe had after fellowſhip with Chriſt and 
his people, in all the ordinances of divine appointment. This 
is evident from the appeal made to him of the ſincerity of her 
love, viz. O thou whom my ſoul loveth; and by her warm ex- 
poſtulation, viz. For why ſhould ] be as one that turneth aſide by 
the flocks of thy companions ® . 585 

Note, It is very diſtreſſing to a chriſtian, when rejected, by 
the people of God, P/al. liii. 13. and kept from the goſpel 


Privileges, 
B 3 | Note, 


22 A PARAPHRASE on 
Who ſeeks, and leads them in the way, 
Thofe ſheep that from his paſture ſtray. 

O tell me, thou my heart's delight, 
Where are thy flocks kept ſafe at night? 
Where is the way by which they're led 
To thy green paſtures, where they're fed ? 
And, when the ſun grows hot at non, 

i 5 By what cool brook do they lie down? | 

= Under what rock are they ſecure 

Wl - From rav'nous wolves, and lion's power? 1 

= See! ſee me in this barren maze! -... 

[il | Where beaſts of prey all on me gaze: 

1 Juſt like a weak, bewilder'd lamb 

1 On a wild heath, juſt ſoI am. 

j But why ſhould I be thus forlorn ? 

And from thy dear companions turn? 

J love them for their love to thee, 

Tho' I by them deſpiſed be: 

O thou, that all my wand'rings know, 

And mark'ſt the path where-e'er I go, 

Thou art the object of my heart, 5 | 

Tho? I too far from thee depart : 
J love, I love thy precious name, 
And haſt thou not to me a claim, 


As 


EY 


1 Note, 2. It is the beſt way that a ſoul can take, when 
1 deſpiſed by men, to apply to Chriſt, who has great compaſ- 
ſion on them that are out of the way, and is near to all that 
call upon him. Heb, iii. 3. Fſal. xxxiv. 17, 18. 

| Note, 3. It is a great comfort to a believer, when the 
* truth of his being a chriſtian is queſtioned, that he can appeal 

| to, and inyoke the ſearcher of hearts, as the ſupreme object 

| 

| 


—— 2 


— INES 


whom their ſouls love; and ſuch may be ſure of acceptance. 
Prov. viii. 17. I love them that love me. Ts, 
Note, 4. As Chriſt has a peculiar flock, ſo he exerts all 
the offices of a good ſhepherd towards them, has a ſpecial care 
over them, and good paſtyres for their nouriſhment and ſafety. 


Flap. xxiii. 
| | Nate, 


the Song of SOLO MON. 23 


As one of the redeemed ſheep? 

And ſhalt thou por me alſo keep? 

O!] may I turn no more aſide 
From thee, nor where thou do'ſt abide; 
O, let me now thy flocks behold!” 
And ſhare the ſhelter of their fold. 


Vin 


If thou know not, O thou faireſt among women, 
go thy way forth by the footſteps of the flock, 
and feed thy kids befide the ſhepherds tents. 


O thou, my love, that walk'ſt alone, 
I hear thy voice, a mournful tone, 
And ſee the beauty of thy face, 
Tho? cover'd with a duſty caſe. OE 
Tho? Abr'ham's ſeed will not own thee © 
As one that is akin to me, 
et I'll fulfill thy foul's requeſt, 
And bring you to my home, my reſt. 
The way of life I made moſt plain, 
That my love might heaven attain : 
All that my prophets, *poſtles, told, 


Is the right way into my fold : 
git Y wy All 


Note, 5. A ſtrong defire to be in fellowſhip with the ſaints, 
from a thirſt for ſpiritual feeding, communion” with, and to 
ſnew our obedience to Chriſt, is a ſtrong evidence of love to 
Chriſt, and that grace is ina lively exerciſe, 


Venſe 8. In this and the three following verſes our Saviour 
carries on the converſation, and begins it with an interroga- 
tion, viz, If thou know not; Which wears the air of à re. 
proof ; as if he had ſaid, * I have given clear and full direc- 

( tions in all things relative to your ſalyation ;; and tho? there 
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24 A PARAPHRASE n 


All other ways I will condemn, 

Howe'er they are approv'd of men, 

Who dare traduce the ſacred line, 

And their own ways oppoſe to mine. 

Yet if thou can't my paſtures find, 

Thou faireſt of all women kind,  _ 

Mark well the conſecrated way, 

The Scriptures plain before you lay : 

The path mark'd with atoning blood, 

That is the way my flock has trod: 
With growing ſtrength this track they trace, 
Which brings them to my Father's face, 

Faith and repentance, hope and love, 

The world and ſelf to diſapprove, | 


authority from me, yet if my word were carefully obſerved, 


© the way that I have appointed would eaſily be known, and 


e their's found to be abſolutely repugnant to it.“ From this, 
Note, 1. Our renowned King, Jeſus, has given us a plain 
and complete rule for our faith, worſhip, and practice, which 
is contained in his word, 2 Tim. iii. 16, 179. Therefore we 
ought diligently (in humble dependance on the Lord) to ſearch 
the Scriptures ; for they that ſpeak not agreeably to that rule, 
have no truth in them. Jaiab. RE, 


2. God's own people are often culpable for their ignorance. 


in the things of Chriſt, Heb. v. and need direction in things 
that are clearly pointed out in the word; and the Lord will 


not ſuffer one ſin (even in his beloved) to go unreproved. 


Exod. xv. 4. Amos iii. 2. | | 
Obſerve, 2dly, The affectionate addreſs, viz. O thou faireſt 

among women. Note, 1. A ſoul that 1s a partaker of the 

grace of God, and faith in Chriſt, is more lovely than all 


"others, whatever their attainments in other reſpects may be: 


The righteous is more excellent than his neighbour, Prov. 
Note, 2. Such is the love of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to be- 
lievers, that tho' he will reprove and correct them for ſin, 
yet his eſteem of, and love to them, are in no-wiſe leſſened. 
Jer. xxxi. Ephraim is my dear ſon. 5 | 
Note, 3. Our Lord manifeſts a ſpecial regard for the youn 
and weak chriſtians, who are As the way to Zion, wit 


their faces thitherward, and leads them in the right way. 


Obſerve, 


In 


are many ways invented by men, pretended to have their 


+ 
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the SonG of SOL O MON. 25 


In works of charity abound, 

In every thing that's juſt be found; 

Do good for evil to thee done: 

Theſe ſteps I and my flock have gone: 

To meadows rich and green they lead, 

To cooling ſtreams and pleaſing ſhade, 

Thoſe that my ſheep and lambs have fed 
With chearing wine, with living bread, * 

Who teach to all my holy law, 5 
And ſinners to my goſpel draw. 7 

Thoſe are my ſhepherds, Pll them own, 
And will their care and labour crown, 

To bring my choſen. ſheep to God, 

Bought by the merits of my blood. 

| 5 185 Thoſe 


Obſerve, 3dly, The direction, viz. Go thy away forth by the © 


Footfleps of the flock, By flock is meant the people or church of 
od, Exel. xxxiii. Ads. and by foorfteps, their faith, 


_ worſhip, and practice, 1 Cor. xi. 


Note, 1. Jeſus Chriſt has always had a flock, ſeparated 
and diſtinguiſhed from the world, following their good ſhep- 
herd, who has taken an eſpecial care of them, ſo as to lay 
down his life for the ſheep ; carries the lambs in his boſom; 
gently leads thoſe that are with young; and will not loſe fo 
much as one of them, John x. Jhaiab xl. 11. | 

Note, 2. No other information will be given, neither 1s 


any other needful,' to point out to us the flock and paſtors of 


Chriſt, than that which was revealed to the ſaints, and con- 
tained in the ſcriptures, Jer. vi. 16. Jude 3. 3 

Note, z. Altho' the way to life has (by falſe teachers) been 
much darkened, yet in carefully examining the writings of 
the prophets and the apoſtles, the footſteps of the flock, in 


their faith, worſhip, and practice, may clearly be obſerved. 


Note, 4. So far as we err from the conduct of the ſaints in 


the above things recorded in the ſcriptures, ſo far we fall 


ſhort of Chriſt's paſtures and chriſtian fellowſhip : therefore 


we ought carefully to ſearch the word of God, and pray to 


be conformed in all things unto it. 0 | 
The fourth thing obſervable in this verſe is, The free and 


full privilege granted, viz. And feed thy kids befide the ſhepherds 


tents, By kids, ſome may think that the young and weak 
chriſtians are intended; or, by did, the believers weak graces ; 


and 


* PET” —_— 8 
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Thoſe that believe the goſpel word, 
And give themſelves unto the Lord, 
To walk in th* eyangelic way, * 
My holy doctrine to obe. 

By faith and works in me profeſs 
Lies all their ſtrength and righteouſneſs; 
Thoſe are my purchaſe, called ſaints, 
And are my ſhepherds pleaſing tents. 

Go forth to them, and with them join 

In worſhip, works, and faith divine; 
Keep on with them the goſpel way, 
And from my precepts never ſtray, 
Feed by their ſide your little ones, 
Your ſervants, daughters, and your ſons; 
For, O my love] both thou and thine 
May freely take of all that's mine. 


and neither of theſe ſenſes ſhall I wholly exelude. But I ra- 
ther think that we are to underſtand all under the believers 
cenre and influence. By the word tent, the churches of the 
ſaints are meant; and by /epherds, the miniſters of the goſ- 
pel are intended. |. | | „„ 
Note, 1. Thoſe that are called to the paſtoral. office, ought 
_ faithfully to open, and miniſterially to apply, all and every 
part of God's word, to and for the ſpiritual advantage of 


thoſe over whom they are ſet, and to watch with. all diligent 


care and tenderneſs, as thoſe that are accountable. for their 


ſouls. | 


Note, 2. Grace cannot be in a lively exerciſe in the hearts 


of thoſe who-through negligence deprive themſelves of com- 
munion with the ſaints in goſpel ordinances ; and we have no 
ound to expect any advancement in the ſpiritual life, but 


15 fellowſhip with the church of Chriſt, and under the mi- 


niſtry of the under ſhepherds, Heb. x. Eph. iv. 1 
Note, 3. It is the great duty, and ought to be the practice 
of all that have taſted that the Lord is gracious, to give to all 


an evidence of it, by holy converſation, and declare to all ia 


their family what great things God has done for their ſouls, 


. exhorting and ſeeing that all under their influence do con- 
— Sos. the, miniſtry of the word, to the end that they 


partakers of that grace. which is unto all ns. 
| Motte, 


may 
all them that believe. 


While | 


the unbeliever by the wild horſe. 


Ie 
N 
. N 
) 


the SONG of SoLoOMoN. 27 


While in the circle of my fold, 

Tf Satan dare of thee take hold, 

My darling I'll from evil draw, 
And break the bear and lion's paw. 


I have compared thee, O my love, to a company 
of horſes in Pharaohs chariots. 


' Tho? carnal men may thee defame, 
And Salem's daughters think the ſame, 
Who call thy nature rude and wild. 
And think thee not Jehovah's child ; ; 

Loet this not grieve, my love, your mind; 
With me you ſhall great favour find 


Note, 4. When. God viſits a ſinner with his ſaving mercy, 


all thoſe that are nearly connected with him are witneſſes of 


the reality and power of that grace. which reigns by Jeſus 


Chriſt unto eternal life, and are thereby called and encouraged 


to ſeek, in the uk of all means, after an intereſt in that righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, which juſtifies the ungodly, and is impu 
nnto all them that believe, Nam. iv. 24. And this truth is im- 


plied in ſuch texts as Lake xix. q. This day is ſakvation come to 
thy houſe ; and thoſe that ſlight or * this ſalvation do 


greatly heighten their condemnation. | t. xi. 1 * ; 


fe 9.) Obſerva, in dhe gch and Gch verſes the believer is 


ſpoken of as being perſecuted and deſpiſed : The * | 
this and the two following verſes is for the comfort and en- 


couragement of the conflicting chriſtian, who in this verſe is 
compared (that is, a match for, and equal) to a company of 
horſes. In ſcripture,” both the believer and unbeliever are 
ſignified by horſes; the furious rage and ropes of 

7h xi. 12. chriſtian 
is ſet forth by the well- trained horſe: and as was fa- 
mous for horſes, doubtleſs Pharoah had ſome of the beſt, for 


the uſe of his ſtate; tho' I think that his chariots of war are 


principally intended; and the compariſon ſtands oppoſed Pd 


# 


* 
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And I, that fully know thy worth, 
Will ſhew to all thy value forth.. 
O my dear love] to me you be | 
Like horſes that are tame and feb, 
That jointly draw in Zion's road. 
And keep the way that leads to God ; 
Like horſes that are grand and great, 
Such as are us'd in coach of ſtate, 
And thoſe that are of warlike air, 

My love, to them I thee compare : 
Such as in Pharaoh's chariots draw, - 
Which neither ſword nor fire can awe ; 3 
That boldly through the battle go, 

And break the proud and marſhall'd foe : : 
So in my cauſe thou ſhalt repel | 
The combin'd force of earth and hell. 

T have made thee as horſes fine, 

To mock their rage, and break their line. 

Thou Egypt's horſes ſhalt excel, 

No foes ſhall &er thy courage quell ; 

Thy love and patience ſhall endure, - 
N And Enn ſhall en all their OM - 


OSS RE LY GY 


the 4 . en of the a 5 is founded 0 on that 
which Chriſt has wrought in them, having made them his 15 


goodly horſes, Zech. x. 3. 


Note, 1. When the grace of God takes full paſſeſſion of the 


ſoul, it corrects the wildneſs of men's nature, and brings the 


mind to a chearful ſubjection to Chriſt in all things, P/al. ex. 3 3. 
2 Cor. x. 5. 

Note, 2. When. a ſoul inlifs under the banner of Chriſt, 
he is ſucrounded by a multitude of enemies open and ſecret, 


Eph, xii. But grace ſhall make the believer equal to all his 
duties, and ſuperior to all his enemies. 2 Cor. xli. 


Note, 3. An open and ſteady profeſſion of the goſpel, and 
chearfully ſuffering for the ſake of Chriſt, are by him highly 


eſteemed and greatly rewarded. Rev. ii. 10, And it ſhould be 
the chriſtian? Care, in all conditions, to act in ſuch a manner 
that their conduct may be approved by Chats en they 
TY be * by men. 


VERSE 


—. 


1 
. 


the SonG of So LO MON. 29 


+ bo 


1 ERS . | 
Thy cheeks are comely with rows of jewels, thy | 
neck with chains of gold. | Jot48 


Thou art moſt comely to behold : 
Thy countenance, humble and bold, 
Thine enemies ſhall ever foil, 

And be enrich'd by all their ſpoil. 

Thy cheeks are of a lovely form, 

And virtue all thy works adorn; 

Thy holy courage, and thy zeal, 

Are beauties that with me prevail. 

As deck'd with jewels ſet in rows, 

A heavenly beauty thee compoſe; 

Thy grace outſhines the di monds bright, 

And more engaging in my ſight. 6 

That faith that's rooted in thy heart, 

And quencheth Satan's fiery dart, IS 
| | bs Through 


' Perſe 10.) In this verſe we have a more particular account 
of the believer's ſpiritual beauty, partly to confirm what the 
convert had ſaid verſe 5th (but comely), and to ſhew the great 
value that Chriſt has for the chriſtian, viz. Thy cheeks are comely. 
By cheeks, J humbly think that we are to underſtand, the zeal 
and courage of the convert, keeping on his way throughout 
all oppoſition, with his face Zionward ; for both the cheeks | 
cannot be ſeen, unleſs the face fully fronts us: and the courage 
and readineſs of our bleſſed Lord, in ſuffering for us, is implied 
by theſe words, viz. J gave my cheeks to them that plucked off 
the hair, Iſaiah 1.6. By the word neck in ſcripture, is meant 
a fixt obſtinacy in the will; Adds vii. 51. O ye ſiiff-neched: So 
here we are to underſtand, a holy obſtinacy in the Tenewed 
will, that is not to be ſubdued by all its enemies.  P/alms xxvii. 
Ixxxiv. And the ornaments mentioned ſeem to point at thoſe 
that were given to conquerors, and wore as a badge of their 
victory. | e e 0 | £174.23 4445 
Note, 1. Converting grace turns the face fully Godward ; 


and the ſoul that is animated by the faith of the goſpel, no 


oppoſition ſhall make it turn its back on Chriſt, Ad, xxi. 5 "+ 
| , ote, 
| - 


EE Eat ou oe — 


— 
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Throvgh it, my love, thou ſhalt ſubdue, 
All that are oppos'd to you. 
The victory thow'ſt already gain'd. 5 
Hath round thy neck a trophy chain'd 8 
This badge of honour PI ſecure, 
And add 5 thee. 2 thouſand more. 


| Py lh 0 Ten} 
We will make the borders of 1 with Aude of 
filver. 


All thoſe, my wi i Mob: * | 
That think to fright you with their rage, 

By force and craft which they can feign, 
They ſeek your faith and hope to ſtain; 
And thou, my love, art prone to doubt, 

Left you the war ſhould not hold out; 

And fear that your ſmall feeble band, 

& Shall r not er helliſh _ withſtand, 

My 

Note, 2. The exerciſe of godly zeal, and fortitude 3 in the 


cauſe of Chriſt, and conformity in heart and life to the word 
of truth, in the height of ſpiritual conflits, tendeth greatly 
to the advantage and honour of the chriſtian, 2 Tim. ii. 12. 
and ſuch are of great value in Chriſt's eſteem. Jaiab 1 xii. 3. 
Note, That honour which is gained in the ehriſtian 85 
2 Fa _ 12 
on ear uerors, Rom. viii. 

have all hs ines... - wy 


all long outlive all that fame and Lex that is 


Verſe 11.) ieee a moſt gracious e and 


is given for the encouragement of conflicting believers, who 
are often intĩmidated through a ſenſe of their own weaknefs, 
and the powerful rage of their enemies: They are aſſured of 
all divine aſſiſtance, which ſhall enable them to perſevere unto 
the end, and obtain a complete victory over all their antago- 
niſts: that i is, all grace to enable them to abide in the pro- 
feſion 1 poli. flion of — and his goſpel, The promiſe 


alludes 
# 


uch honour 3 
— 


* 


the SNG of SOLOMON. 31 


My love, we ſolemnly proteſ , 
From all your wars to give you reſt: 
You ſhall, thro? us, your foes tread down, 
And ſucceſs all your conflicts crown; —_ | 
That you may not from truth decline, 
We, the Godhead, ſhall all combine; 

To aid thee with all ſtrength that's meet, 
And make thy vict'ry moſt complete: 
Yea, thee, my love, we will defend, 

From all that dare with thee contend; 
And well ſecure front, flank, and rear, 

Io ſlay thoſe fiends that make you fear. 

1 We, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, ö 
Will make for you, (at our own colt), 
Armour of righteouſneſs moſt pure, 
That ſhall the darts of hell endure 


I 


alludes to thoſe things that wee 15 on horſes and warriors, 
which were both ornamental and defenfive pieces of armour; 
ſo well ſecured, that they could not poſſibly fall from them: 
but who ſhall do this for the chriſtian ? neither men nor an- 
gels are ſuffictent for this work ; and therefore their promiſe 
would be no ſecurity. The plural (We) are the fame glori- 
ons perſons that ſaid, Come, let us make man; Gen. i. and all 
the promiſes of the goſpel are the joint promiſes of the Father, 
Word, and Holy Ghokt. On this ground is the excellency 
of the new covenant founded, Heb. viii. eſtabliſhed on better 
3 and the pre- eminence of them lies much in the per- 
ons promiſing ; for eternal life was promiſed in the old cave- 
nant ; but the fulfilment of it depended on man's obedience; 
The firſt covenant was juſt life; like a mafter promiſing to give 
ſo much on the ſervant's promiſe and performance of ſo much 
work: man's failing in his promiſe, forfeited all right to the 
promiſe of life ; and nothing of the old covenant ftood per- 
manent, but death and the curſe, This is all that we the ſons 
of Adam can expect, according to the tenor of that law, Gal. 
iii. 10. But thanks be to God for a building of mercy, found- 
ed on a covenant, in which the Triune God only is the pro- 
miſer, and fallen man the happy ſubje& on whom the bletfing 


of it terminates ; and therefore juſtly called a covenant of i 
To | | grace 3 


1 
* 
* 
= 
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And, that you may hold out the race 1 10 
We will: give perſevering grace: 
Thoſe ſtuds of filver, well refin d. 
Shall ſtay thy faith, thy hope, thy mind. 
My love, of old we thought of thee, 
Thy good's the ſum of our decreeʒ 
And, to perform what we engage, 
We laid our faithfulneſs in pledge. 
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e wy I 
| | While the King fitteth at his table, my ſpiknard 
| | ſendeth forth the ſmell there fß. 
i Te mournful fouls, my mule attend, - 
I} | I I will my well-belov'd commend : | i 
+ He is Jenovan, Lord moſt high, 
| Yet he for us hath ſympathy.  _. 3 | 
grace: in it the bleſſed and eternal Word takes the part and , 
place of fallen man. On his promiſe and performance, the 4 ) 


4 | curſe is abrogated, death deſtroyed, and the promiſes and 
| bleſſings ſecured to all his ſeed. Rom. iv. Hence the pro- 
miſes are in him yea, and in him amen. Of this ſort is the 
text; therefore ſpoken abſolutely and unconditionally, viz. Ve 
vill make, &. Xa tn + 
Note, As the quickening of a ſinner from the death of ſin , 
to à life of faith and holineſs, is the immediate effect of the 
divine power, Epb. ii. ſo nothing ſhort of the almighty 
power can ſupport and increaſe that divine life in the heart: 
16 — and the ſoul that is a partaker of ſovereign grace, 
all be ſupplied from the fountain of all grace, with ſuch 
meaſures as ſhall enable them to perſevere in following of 
Chriſt unto the end. Phil. i. 6. 1 Pet. i. 7. | 
Note, 2. A believer conflicting with the world, the fleſh, 
and the devil, has nevertheleſs a ſtrong gropnd to hope for 
victory, having the promiſe of the invatiable God to help 
them; akd faithful is he that hath promiſed, who alſo will 


Note, 
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to the edification of others, the privilege 
and the ſpecial advantage received from his gracious preſence, 


the SONG of SOLOMON. 33 
My caſe the daughters could not move, 
But, lo, his heart to us is love. 
He kindly did my ſoul inſtruct. 

And to his paſtures. me condut: :. 

Now can my own experience tell, 
That Chriſt the great and good excell ; _ 
The humble ones they hold in ſcorn, _ 

But Chriſt ſhall them with grace adorn... 

Come then, by faith, tell him your grief, 

In all your wants he'll give relief: oO 
His wiſdom, ſtrength, his blood, his heart, 
His grace and glor, to us impart. 
The King of Saints all nature ſpread,,. - . - 
With food that makes the hungry glad; 


_—_ 


Yet 


Note, 3. It is the chriſtian's duty and privilege at all times 
to look to Chriſt, and by prayer ſeek to their aſſiſtance that 
divine ſtrength laid up in him for them, and ſecured to them, 
by the joint promiſes of the Father, Word, and Holy Ghoſt. 
Exel. xxxvi. 37. Pſal. I. 15. | ls 7 


\ Verſe 12.) The convert being ſo taken, with the incom- 

arable love of Chriſt, in ſympathizing with, and refreſhing 

ier ſoul with his matchleſs conſolation, reſumes: the conver- 

ſation, and declares, to the praiſe of his glorious name, and 
he is admitted to, 


2 of him, in his royal dignity, viz. The King, in a 

ſingular manner; none like him, none but him; all others 

being empty titles, which they ſhall ſoon be ſtripped of. 1 
By (table) is meant, firſt, all that plentiful-ſapport for the. 


comfort of our temporal life; and, 2dly, all that ſpiritual 
food for the nouriſhment and comfort of our ſouls, contained 


in the goſpel, and ſet before us in that moſt ſignificant ordi-. 
nance, viz. the breaking of bread, which is by way of emi- 


nence called the Lord's table. By his fitting, we are to un- 
derſtand, that gracious and free manifeſtation of his lore 10 
his people, in their receiving of his bounties. The wo d 
(while) is during the time of his being with them; their ſouls: 


are inexpreſſibly comforted and enlarged. Hencde 


34 APARAPHRASE on 


- Yet at his board a richer meſs 
That ſhall our fouls, our life increaſ. 
Of all the dainties that are there, 
His preſence is the ſweeteſt fare : 
No reliſh in the wine or bread, 
Unleſs he grace the table head : 
My ſoul receives. a thouſand ſweets, _ 
While the King at his banquet fits; 
The word hath then a richer taſte, _ 
When I am with his prefence bleſt. 
My frozen heart then gently thaw, 
And boldly near my Sov'reign draw : 
_ My ſtinted foul 1 8 
And Joyful, ſings, while Chriſt 1 fre. 


\ \ . 


The 


Note, All that are ſorereignly taught receive Chiriſt as 
their King and maſter ; chearfully and univerſally ſubmitting 
| themſelves to him in all things, repoſing all their hope in him, 
for deliverance and ſafety from all their enemies. 1a. 
xxxiii. 22. : 2 | | | | 
Note, 2. Chriſt Jeſus is ſovereign King and ſole proprie- 
tor of all our enjoyments; The earth is the Lord's, and the ful- 
neſs thereof. It is only through the merits of his blood, and 
from the bounty of his heart, that we fingers are in the en- 
joyment of any good. This ſhould engage us to uſe all 
things to his glory, and to imitate him by doing good to 
the Juſt and unjuſt, , . 
Note, 3. Our bleſſed Saviour not only allows us to partake 


of the riches of his bounty, but marvelouſly condeſcends to 


honour his people with his gracious preſence, Rev. iii. I u 
cùme in to him, and ſup with him, and he with me © 

Note, 4. The ſpiritual preſence of Chriſt is the life and ſoul of 
the word, ordinances, and all our enjoy ments: in his abſence 


- our beſt things are infipid, and our great things little, His 


preſence makes our 
of fat things. * , : ; 
Note, 5. It is a certain evidence of a gracious ſoul, to be 
earneſtly importunate for, greatly delighted with, and care- 
ally to detain the preſence of Chriſt with them, in all their 
civil and religious epjoyments and employments. N Jan 
SHOTS 24 * : cte, 


morſe] a banquet, and our banquet a feaſt 


ot 


— 


* 


The ſprings of grace then freely move, 
My faith, my hope, my fear, my love; 
Then all my ſpiknard ſhall appear | 
In verdant bloom, when Chriſt is near. 
No tongue can half my joys expreis, 
The heav'n of bliſs that I poſſels; 
My raviſh'd heart ſhall ſing, and pray 
This matchleſs ſcene may ever ſtay. 


3 VERS E 13. - 
A bundle of myrrh is my beloved umo me; he 
Hall lie all mght between my breaſts. 


My well-belov'd I will adore, 
He is to me all myrrh and more 
In my beloved meet and dwell 
All ſpices of the ſweeteſt ſmell ; | 

| e Fa Huge 


Note, 6. A maniſeſtation of the preſence of Chriſt is not 
always enjoyed in this life, by all, or any one of his people: 
this 13 one of the peculiar privileges of the chureh triumphant, 


and is the ſum of their heaven and bleſſedneſs. The hope of 


being added to that happy number, ſhould comfort vs in ever; 
condition, and ſhould excite in our breaſts fervent eee 


ter a meetneſs in heart and life, for the commencement ß 
that ſtate where we ſhall be for ever with the Lord. Te. tis 


i 14.4 Obſerve, Mn was hiphly a 46" 
ſent by Jacob as a preſent into Egypt, Gen. xliii 11. and dan 
ſented by the wiſe men to Chriſt. Matt. ii. 11. It is one 


of the principal ſpices; and a large quantity of it was to be 


uſed in the ſaered compound for the anointing of the taber- 


nacle, and all the holy things: Exod. xxx. 23. and this ſeems 


to be alluded to by the believer, who ſets forth the excellency 


of Chriſt, and their high eſteem for him, not by a ſmall ſprig,  _ 


but 4 great quantity or huge bundle of myrrh, The text is 
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Huge ſtore of myrrh wrapt in his fleſh, 
And all perfumes that can refreſh ; -' + 
Pure innocence of humane kind, 
And deity bloom in his mind. 5 
O! what an amplitude l fee | 

In my belov'd, and all for me. 

He's to my ſtate, in ev'ry caſe, 

bundle of all ſaving grace. 
My Saviour dear I will enfold, 
Amidſt my ſoul I ſhall him hold; 
His odours he ſhall to me ſhare, 
And make my ſoul his ſcent to wear: 
He ſhall poſſeſs my chiefeſt part, 

My thoughts, my reins, my will, my heart; 
Yea, all my ſoul ſhall him embrace, 

And with him all night ſhall ſolace. - 


* 


the language of faith, viewin all perfection and fulneſs of 
e yg in the perſon of Chriſt, reſolving to entertain 


im all night in her beſt / apartment. The word (night) is 
uſed in this book, in three ſenſes, viz. firſt, the militant or 
temporal ftate. 2dly, A flate of perſecution. And, 3dly, A 


ſtate of declenſion and deſertion. The two firſt are implied 


here. | 


Note, Thoſe that are enlightened by the Lord, the Spirit, | 
ſee ſuch a ſuitableneſs in Chriſt (to their condition, as fallen 


and needy ſinners) that renders him ſuperlatively precious; 
and they find in him that which infinitely exceeds all thoſe 
things that were under the law uſed to-typify his perſon, of- 


| fice, and grace. Heb. ix. q, 10, 11, 12. 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. 


Note, 2. Chriſt ought to have the whole and conſtant poſ- 


| ſeſſion of our hearts; and thoſe that are in the lively exerciſe 
of faith, will entertain him with the warmeſt affection in their 


hearts and ſouls, and through grace reſolve to continue their 


careſſes all the night of time, and perſecution, as well as in 


in the day of proſperity. 


; 4 . 5 8 8 PRs 
CV Note, 


| And 


the SONG: of SOLOM oN. 37 


And while the irkſome hours remain, 
His preſence ſhall me entertain; | 

In vain the fiends attempt to fright, 
His rays my darkneſs turns to light. 


| VE RS E 14. 


My beloved is unto me as a cluſter of camphire, 
in the vineyards of Engedi. 


Yea, my. belov'd is all delight, 
And is moſt precious in my light: 
Nature muſt wear a finer hue, 
Before it can his glory ſhew : . 
Whate'er in camphire men may find,  _ *© 

To heal, revive, or chear the mind, 
My well- belov'd ſhall far exceed; 

To me he's health, yea life indeed. 
Like camphire AE, is full in bloom, 
My Lord emits a rich perfume;  . 
His cluſt'ring grace of ſweeteſt ſcent, 
Shall yield my ſoul immenſe content; ES 


Note, 2, "The preſence of Chriſt in the ſoul, by faith, 
makes the believer fearleſs in the midſt of dangers ; it en- 
lightens their darkeſt ſeaſons, and affords them enlivening 


xxiii. 4+ | # 


. comforts in the moſt diſcouraging and dying moments. Eſal. 


Verſe 14.) Obſerve, This and the preceding verſe are to 


be underſtood in a way of oppoſition to the conduct of the 


unthinking world, who have no eſteem for precious Chriſt, 


nor care to receive him into their thoughts. In the words are 


expreſſed, not only what Chriſt is, but alſo what he is to the 
believer, viz. a bundle of myrrh, and as cluſters of camphire. 


Under theſe metaphors are implied, the benefits that chriſti- | 


C2 ans 


"iy 


28 A PARAPHRASE on” 


Yea, in his blood ſuch merits live, 
As ſhall my guilt and fins forgive, 
Engedi no ſuch camphires yield, 
As grows in his atoning field. 
The fruits of his redeeming love, 
A ſovereign remedy they prove; þ - 
As ointments that the ſenſes pleaſe, 
Jo cleanſe, and give my conſcience eaſe, 


J „ 
| Behold thou art fair, my love; behold thou art 
fair, thou haſt dove's eyes. 1 
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Behold, my love, how fair you be, wm 
| No women can compare with thee ; | 13 
| In ſtate, in heart, and liſe, all ſhow, 
il That thou art whiter than the ſnow. _ oO = 
| : | EE * Behold | 
ans receive in the perſon and merits of Chriſt, and their ſa. 17 g 


* 2 
—— — 


reme affection for him. Engedi was one of the cities belong - 
ing to the tribe of Judah, > xv. 62. and to the wilderneſs 
bearing it's name David had recourſe when he fled from 
Saul; 1 Sam. xxiv. and there the Lord gave him a nota le 
; Inſtance, that He, and He only, was his ſalvation. d. 
polkbly, it may bear ſome alluſion to an exiled or affijcted 
ſtate, which is repreſented by keeping, or being confined 4 
to a vineyard, See ver. 6. From the whole, | 
Note, Real chriſtians are, and ought to be very diſtinguiſu .. | 
able, by their fingular regard for Chriſt, and by the place he | p 
hass in their words and actions. 1 Pet. i. 8. When having not | 
| een, ye love; Phil. i. 21. To me to live 3s Chrift. 
Note, 2. Chriſt crucified and atoning for ſin, is to the 
believer a cluſter of unſpeakable comfort in all calamities, 
and a ſure pledge of deliverance from earth. and hell. Or it, 
by a vineyard, 18 meant a Rate of proſperity, as //aiah xxix, 
EN. | e | Note, 


n 


— 


1 W 
17 
( 


the Son 6 of SOLOMON 3g 


Behold thou'rt fair, again I ſay, 

Thy blackneſs I have put away 
With blood that iflued from my vein, 
Have waſh'd thy foul from ev'ry ſtain. 

I ſee my love will not forſake, 

But in me always pleaſure take: 


Note, 3. A racious ſoul has more value for the enjoy- 


ment of a crucified Chriſt, than the beſt of worldly things; 


and he is to them the ſoul of all their comforts, and the crown 
of all their honours. Philip. iii. 8. Yea, doubtleſs, and 1 
count all things but loſs, for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Chrift Feſus my Lord: — and do count them but dung, that I may 
awin Chriſt, ; 1 . 


Perſe 15.] From this verſe to the end is contained the mu- 


tual love and complacency that Chrift takes in the believer, 
and the believer in Chriſt, expreſt in the moſt endearing and 
affectionate manner. There is every thing in Chriſt that can 
engage love, and nothing but the hardneſs and blindneſs of 
our hearts alienates our affections from him: grace enables to 


love; and it is meet and reaſonable that the believer ſhould 


love and delight in glorious Chriſt ; but that Chriſt ſhould 
firſt love, with ſo great a love as to ſhed his blood, and lay 
down his life for his enemies, ſhould eternally love and de- 


light in thoſe who are in themſelves moſt unlovely, and all 


polluted ;- this, I ſay, is a thought that I am loſt in. 1 
fully believe it, but cannot account for it any other way, than 
reſolving it into his ſovereign good pleaſure; and what they 
are in him who has ſaid of them, and to them, Behold thou art 


Fair. | 


Much of the ſpiritual beauty, as well as the natural, lies in the 
complexion of the face; and by fair, we are to underſtand 
the ſincerity and ſimplicity of the believer, in all their aftin 
with God and with man, which is here aſſerted by our Lord, 
with a double behold, implying, firſt, the certginty of it: adly, 
the viſibility of it: and, $dly, the delight and complacency 
that Chriſt takes in it. To this praiſe. of her complexion" is 


Oo 


added a commendation of her aim and affection, which is 6x- 


ed on the glory and enjoyment of Chriſt ; and illuſtrated -by 


the dove's eyes, whoſe heart is united to its mate; and con- 


uo A PARAPHRASE on 
Thy thoughts of me are pure and ſound, 'L, 
And with me thou haſt favour found 1 
Thou haſt a chaſte and faithful mind,. 
No ſtranger there can acceſs fine. 
Thou art my kind and conſtant mate, 
That all my rivals greatly hate. 
Thou haſt ſincere and ſingle eyes, 
And grace thy ſoul all beautifies: 
On me they terminate and ſnine, 
Which ſhews thy heart is one with mine, 


* 


e VV 
Baebold thou art fair, my beloved, yea, pleaſant ; 
- "6 00008 685 green fe i nn To es 
BY, 0 my beloy'd! I am aſham'd! DN os fo 6 re EE 
. That thou haſt me for beauty fam'd; 985 
Compar'd but to the angels form 
Im in my ſelf a loathſome worm. 


ſtancy, fidelity, and affection, are recommended to the mar- 
ried woman, under the phraſe a covert to the eyes, Gen. xx. 16. 
3 and it is the chaſtity of the chriſtian, in loving, and deſiring 
* die enjoyment of none but Chriſt, that is implied by dove's. 
1 We: 85 eyes. | : 8 
Nots, 
foul, makes that fair which was originally black; and Cbriſt 
gught to have the praiſe, and believers the comfort. 1 Cor. 


Grace effectually changeth the complexion of tbe 
| 

| 

| : | 3 
= Vi. 11. But ye are waſhed, but ye are ſantlified, but ye are juſti- \F 
' 


Fed, in the name of our Lord Feſus, and by the ſpirit of our God. 
Note, 2. The effects of this divine change, wrought by the „ 
eternal Spirit, in the heart of a converted ſinner, are evident, | 
_ and fully to be ſeen by all men, in the believer's ſimplicity, 

- fincerity, and godly converſation, , 2 Cor. ii. 3. If there are 

any profeſſors, in whoſe life theſe fruits make no appearance, 

1282 they themſelves have reaſon to fgar, that the cauſe is wanting ; 
= | | 0 | 9 therefore 
| | 
| 


bs 


be So S Son Nr. 41 


Behold thou art moſt fair indeed, N 
And men and angels far exceed; 
In thee is ev'ry beauty found, 
And glory circles thee around: 
Tea, in thy face ſweet mercies ſhine, - + 
With pleaſing air that's all divine. 
Thy countenance ſuch joys imparts,. +  - 
As well comforts the fainting hearts: 
When I can thy fair face behold, _ 
It joy creates a,thouſand fold - 
Such beauties in my Chriſt convene, 
As bleſs the eyes that have them ſeen. 
Alſo our fellowſhip is ſweet, | 
When he and I in conſort meet; 
It.moſt refreſhing is to be „ 
In near communion, Lord, with thee: 
»Tis there my ſoul receives thy grace, 
Ad there my faith ſhall till increaſe; 
Thy matchleſs glories then appear, 
And ſtamp on me thy image here. 


— > 434, 


. 


therefore it ſhould be the great care of all to make it evident 
to themſelves and others, by adding to their faith virtue. 
2 Pet. i. 5, 6, 7, 8. | 


— 


4 


the perſon and glory of Chriſt, are a peculiar part of the 
believer's beauty; and as they are ated by the Spirit of grace, 
Chriſt takes great complacency in them. P/al. ni. 3, The 
Lord takes pleaſure in them that fear him, and hope in his mercy. 
_ Yurſe 16.) In this verſe the believer very warmly returns 
the commendation, viz. Behold thou art fair; and with a pe- 
culiar accent adds, yea pleaſant; that is, an admirable ſweet- 


neſs of temper and countenance, which rendered him infi- 


nitely more beautiful than all, and tacitly owns her unwor- 


thineſs of the leaſt degree of praiſez acknowledging, that 


whatever was comely in her was wholly owing to the reflec- 


Vers 


Note, 3. Conſtancy vf affection, and ſingleneſs of eye, to 
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vine 0 e 

The beams if ur — are e cal, and our raf 
ters are fir. ; MLT ne 


It ſhall Nos ever e my Sgt 0 
That I can with thee claim a part fi 
In all that's thine, - houſe, bed and board, 


. A 57 8 enjoy my 4 2rd Lord. | 5 | ; . 
. YR 


ton of his FORE on her; 26 xxxiv. 29. 15 tecdived.; in- 
| to fellowſhip with him, implied in the verſe, viz. our bed 13 
| greens that is, refreſhing and fruitful. | GE 
Note, The fullneſs, of mee that ſhines in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, renders his perſon an actions ſuperlatively beautiful 
and delightfal to every gracious foul : Then art fairer than 


the ſons of men, grace is poured into thy 1 25 P/al. xlv. 2. 
Note, 2. The nearer our fellowſhip is with Chriſt, the 


more we ſhall experience and fully know the incomparable 
Yreciouſneſs of Chriſt, and bear a likeneſs to his ſweetneſs, 
ty, and holineſs. P/al. xxxvi. 9. And, for any to pre- 
tend, that they have communion with him, and bear no con- 
8 formit to Chriſt, nor care to follow his example, are greatly 
deceiving themſelves. Jahn i. 3, 4. 

Note, 3. Fellowſhip with our Lord Jeſus in his humiliation 
and exaltation, are the only means of the ſoul's comfort and 
Improvement in grace and in virtue; Phil. iii. 10. and be- 
levers will, and ought feryently to defire it, greatly delight in 
it, and be very careful to maintain it. : 

Note, 4. it is a good mark of a humble and gracious 
; ' foul, to be affected with the depravity or finfulneſs of their 
PE hearts, and to aſcribe all the good that is found in them, or 
done by them, to the ſpirit of Chriſt, and intercourſe with him, 1 


es exv. 3. N * * . e, ; 


T. 


Fug nl) Ao vhis chapter begins with uhe. becathings offs. © — | 
96173 after Chriſt, ſo it cloſes with the believer 's de» 1 FL 


dead intereſt in Chriſt, _ all * b his... 1977s Fl 


— 


mis book, in various ſenſes. 


the SONG. of 801 o M 0 N. | 


In vain the pow'rs of hell attempt _ 

Our royal houſe to move or rent: 

For lo, it's walls ſecurely ſtand, _ 

And founded ſure on goſpel land ; 

Its beams are all of grace's wood, _ 

The merits of the mighty God; 
Supported by his pow'r divine 
The ſides nor roof ſhall ne'er decline, 115 


— 


Our let, The wond (beutel is Sed zn Sie aut in 


rock, Matt. vii. 24. And the church is often ſo called, 


both built up as it is, an habitation of God through the Spi- 


rit; Eph. ii, 22. and as they are the family and children of 
God. Eph. iii. 15. But 1 humbly think that the new co» 
venant is intended here, and in many other places, as P/al. 


xcii. 13. Thoſe that be planted in the houſe of the Lord ſhall 


uriſh in the courts of our God: that is, thoſe that are eſtab» 
| liſhed in, and have a vital union with the new covenant, ſhall 


greatly increaſe in grace, and certainly perſevere in the ways 


of God unto eternal Glory, which may be called the higheſt 
and the beſt apartment in this houſe : and is that which Saint 
Paul defired to be cloathed with. 2 Cor. v. 2. 

By beams we may underſtand the merits of Chr 
as beams that bind and keep the walls from falling, ſo the 
ſeveral parts of the covenant are ſecured by the meritorious 
obedience of Chriſt. | | | 


' Rafts, or rafters, are belonging to the roof ; and a. pavilion 


ſeems to have been made to ſuch houſes as had conveniencies 
for their inhabitants to regale themſelves on the roofs; and 


by rafts, I humbly think is implied the doctrine, precepts, 
and ordinances of the new covenant; and as the roof is an 
_ eſſential part of the houſe, ſo the doctrine and precepts of the 
goſpel are neceſſary parts of the covenant; and a conformity 
in heart and life to the word of God, is like clofing in the 
houſe with a beautiful and commodious roof, that ſhall af- 


15 great refreſhment and a pleafing proſpet, From 


The chriſtian faith and hope, 
which influence the heart and life, are as a houſe built on a 


Chris; which, © 


. 4 
0 
* 
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Its rafters are of noble ue, 

Made of the firs that heav'n produce; 

The precepts of the'goſpel pure, | 

And word of truth ſhall them ſecure. 8 
Than cedars, or the ſweeteſt fir. 
Thy promiſes far ſweeter are; f 
Their pleaſing ſmell my ſoul excites, _ 1 
To dwell with thee my heart delights; 


, 
1 


In 


Note, The new covenant is a building of God, built for 4 
the honour of his glorious name; Exel. xxxvi. 32. founded | | 
on the obedience and blood of Chriſt, Heb. x. 10. and rich- 
ly furniſhed with all grace and glory, for the reception, 
reſt, and accommodation of his royal bride, whom he has 
eſpouſed to himſelf, from among the children of fallen A- 
dam; 2 Cor. x. 3. and he affords no ſpecial mercy, nor gra- 

' cious manifeſtation of himſelf, but according to, and within 


the limits of this covenant. Exel. xvi. 60, 61. Zech. "$1, 
„Note, 2. The words, precepts, and ordinances of the 


goſpel, belong to and are parts of the new covenant. A con- 
ormity to them is our viſibly entering into covenant with ns 
God in Chriſt; and none have a right to take comfort from, A * 
or make mention of this covenant, by way of appropriation, 1 | 
pal. I. 16. but thoſe who are influenced by the grace of it, | 
Fer. xxxi. 33. Heb. viii. 10. to ſeek to, and rely on the 
rd Jeſus Chriſt, for righteouſneſs, ſtrength, and ſalvation; 
heartily n of all and every part of that covenant, 
; and chearfully obſerving all the laws and appointments of it; 
'. earneſtly praying for univerſal conformity in heart and life 
to Chrift and the rules of his houſe. Thoſe whoſe hearts 
are thus towards the Lord, are in this everlaſting and well 
ordered covenant, and in and with Chriſt, have a right to 
all the immenſe bleſſings of it, and ſhall enjoy in this life 
all neceſſary good, and in the life to come, eternal glory; 
and all fuch onght to take the comfort of this, and give 
the praiſe to rich and ſovereign grace, by living in all 


— 


things becoming thoſe that are choſen and called to be ſaints — 
and heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Chriſt Jeſus. Re- | 


N Ote, 


iv. 17. So ſhall we be for ever with the Lord. 


"the SoNnG of SoLoMON. 45 
In rafters of our palace fair, 
I breathe a kind refreſhing air; 

And heav'nly breezes gently blow, 

While hand in hand along we go. 

May it be always my employ, 

To walk with thee, my life, my joy; 

Within the churches-of thy grace, 

Till we in heav'n meet face to face. 


Note. 3. While the chriſtian by faith walks with Chriſt | 


in all the promiſes, precepts, and ordinances of the goſpel ; 


they enjoy inexpreſſible ſtrength and heavenly conſolation; - 


Ta. xl. 31. Prov. iii. 17. and are favoured with delightful 


proſpects of the King in his glory, and of the land that is 
afar off. Ja. xxxili. 17. And it ſhould be their fervent 


2 and conſtant care to keep cloſe intercourſe with him 
y faith in all the parts of his covenant and houſe, till they 
meet in the upper and glorious part of it, where the inter- 
view will be immediate, and as laſting as eternity. 1 T 


.» 


Exp of the Firsr CHAPTER. 


: > | 4 
EMR OR of the PRESS. 4 

Page 8th, Line 7th from the Top, in 4 

leave out the Word doth. . | | 2 
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